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<DIV ALIGN=\"LEFT\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"2\"><B>CHALGROVE FIELD.     HIS DEATH</B></FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">a correspondent to another news-letter^ <I>True and<BR>Remarkable Passages </I>[&gt;fc.], wrote : <I>' </I>Here we have been<BR>in a great fear this two or three days of Prince Robert<BR>[Rupert] and his Cavaliers, who like roaring lions go<BR>about seeking whom they can devour, plundering and<BR>pillaging the countries round about us. No man's<BR>estate being his own, or secure from the fingers of<BR>these Harpies.<SUP>3</SUP> On the same day the Reading<BR>Corporation debated * the execution of the King's<BR>Warrants, and despatch of other his Majesty's<BR>business,'</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">The town by that date, then, three days before the<BR>affair at Brentford, was in Royalist possession, under<BR>the governorship of Sir Arthur Aston. A levy of two<BR>thousand pounds a month was exacted from the very<BR>unwilling inhabitants to meet the King's charges, until<BR>in January the Corporation protested that the re- <BR>sources of the place had been drained dry, and that it<BR>was useless to attempt any further exactions. In these<BR>records, published as the <I>Diary of the Corporation of Read- <BR>ing, </I>under the Rev. J. M. Guilding's editorship, in<BR>1896, no mention is made of Hampden's attack in<BR>December, 1642. But neither is any mention made<BR>of the fully authenticated siege in April, 1643. On<BR>January 12 nd, 1643, however, a suggestive entry<BR>appears in the Corporation minutes. On that<BR>day it was resolved <SUP>c</SUP> that the<SUB>t</SUB> town shall join with<BR>the county in a petition as well to the King as to both<BR>Houses of Parliament for an accommodation/ This<BR>implies a freedom of action that would hardly have<BR>been possible unless Aston's authority in the town,<BR>which at the beginning of November had been<BR>absolute, had in the meantime been shaken in its</FONT><BR>\
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<DIV class=block style=\" width:354.8pt; height:486.4pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 95.0pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1><B>CHALGROVE FIELD.     HIS DEATH</B></SPAN><BR>\
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<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:6.1pt 38.4pt 0.0pt 36.8pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">a correspondent to another news-letter^ <I>True and<BR>Remarkable Passages </I>[&gt;fc.], wrote : <I>' </I>Here we have been<BR>in a great fear this two or three days of Prince Robert<BR>[Rupert] and his Cavaliers, who like roaring lions go<BR>about seeking whom they can devour, plundering and<BR>pillaging the countries round about us. No man's<BR>estate being his own, or secure from the fingers of<BR>these Harpies.<SUP>3</SUP> On the same day the Reading<BR>Corporation debated * the execution of the King's<BR>Warrants, and despatch of other his Majesty's<BR>business,'</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
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<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">The town by that date, then, three days before the<BR>affair at Brentford, was in Royalist possession, under<BR>the governorship of Sir Arthur Aston. A levy of two<BR>thousand pounds a month was exacted from the very<BR>unwilling inhabitants to meet the King's charges, until<BR>in January the Corporation protested that the re- <BR>sources of the place had been drained dry, and that it<BR>was useless to attempt any further exactions. In these<BR>records, published as the <I>Diary of the Corporation of Read- <BR>ing, </I>under the Rev. J. M. Guilding's editorship, in<BR>1896, no mention is made of Hampden's attack in<BR>December, 1642. But neither is any mention made<BR>of the fully authenticated siege in April, 1643. On<BR>January 12 nd, 1643, however, a suggestive entry<BR>appears in the Corporation minutes. On that<BR>day it was resolved <SUP>c</SUP> that the<SUB>t</SUB> town shall join with<BR>the county in a petition as well to the King as to both<BR>Houses of Parliament for an accommodation/ This<BR>implies a freedom of action that would hardly have<BR>been possible unless Aston's authority in the town,<BR>which at the beginning of November had been<BR>absolute, had in the meantime been shaken in its</SPAN><BR>\
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